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jg*  -  BOSTON,  2lst  May,  Wh 
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the  undersigned,  as  their  organs,  to  c.  1  nf  their  fellow  citizens,  whom 

ed  by  themselves  and  by  the  numerous  ‘  a  e loqult  exposition  in 

they  represented  in  that  body,  of  you  po  infatuation  of  a  nu- 

your  recent  letter,  of  the  same  portents  ev^  statc  of  society , 

merousbody  of  memo  a  free  °,>f  i,umanity  and  silence  the  voice  of 
which  could  trample  upon  the  r^h  ofhumamty  an  ^  ^  of  its 

Slowing,  as  to  impress  convic, 

tl°It'mustlnspirTovn-'  fellow  citizens  ^y'^1jn*^e^'g°j^lde*o^thei?caus^ 

confidence  in  the  ultimate  success  as  sa!racity  learning,  and  experi- 

v.'hen  they  find  themselves  sustained  by  the  coj*try.  Ifl  the 

ence  of  the  most  eminent  stat®s“®“  3:lence  and  has  suffered  the  communi- 
Press  has  been  bribed  or  awed  int  ’  lurking  among  them  and 

ty  to  slumber  in  delusive  security  ^  “  ^^eSV  51  to  the  wisdom, 
clandestinely  seizing  the  strong  ho  a  couusdI  have  hitherto  always 

- 1 s  *.  ^ «« 

to  the  immolation  of  a  devoted  m  y  0f  despotic  power 

gated  by  a  fraternity  a^ogatmg^i^lf  ^  p  ^  J  of  prWate 

over  its  deluded  subjects,  and  .  ,  crlnrious  era  of  our  early  history, 

and  personal  right  less  flagrant  wou  m  g  ^  h  flame  of  reVolu- 

even  in  the  absence  of  other  grievances,  hwetad*  though 

tion;  permit  us  to  advert  to  other  - tf  ^hTch  ^  lWe,  and  which  have 
b„,pr,4,uyp«~l.rfby  <^^33JSSmr.’  No.  «.  »»• 

arisen  and  grown  up  in  the  exuoe  motion  Gf  the  means  requir- 

tion  the  prodigal  waste  of  June,  no  ovPCOnvivial  indulgences,  we 

ed,  for  purposes  of  charity,  in  vam  display  ^  thrQUgh  the  vari. 

cannot  but  regard  the  process  of  m  •  of  ceremonies,  equally  puerile 

ous  degrees  of  the  craft,  as  unfo  mg  order  of  maS0nry,  which  are 

and  degrading.  These  are  objectioi  ^  families.  There 

chiefly  confined  to  the  members  the^eje^,  ^  wkich  tendto  contamin- 
are  others,  which  reach  the  whole  son  the  sources  of  confidence 

ate  the  streams  of  social  intercourse,  an  P  ^  tfce  combined  sup- 
and  integrity  in  every  part.  In  everyday  and  village  w 
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port  and  patronage  of  an  affiliated  corps,  known  to  each  other  by  concerted 
signals  of  recognition,  but  unknown  to  all  beside,  acting  in  concert  against 
the  unconscious  ranks  of  their  fellow  citizens,  must  speedily  produce  the 
most  strking  results,  in  elevating  the  objects  of  their  preference  to  office  and 
wealth,  and  in  depressing  their  competitors  in  the  same  proportion. 

Such  a  course  of  action  and  such  results  have  long  been  discernible 
through  the  wide  extent  of  masonic  influence.  Nor  is  it  doubted,  that  ad' 
vantages  of  the  nature  alluded  to  have  been  among  the  strongest  alluremen¬ 
ts,  especially  to  youthful  and  aspiring  candidates,  to  its  protection  and  its 
aid  in  the  acquisition  of  patronge  and  promotion,  to  the  exclusion  of  others 
of  equal  or  superior  pretensions,  but  whose  merits  have  thus  been  left  to 
languish  in  obscurity  and  despondence.  The  strong  temptation  thus  held 
out  to  seize  the  fruit  without  the  labour  of  its  cultivation  has  probably  been 
the  chief  incentive  to  the  votaries  of  the  order.  The  tedious  repetiton  of 
senseless  forms  and  the  endurance  of  degrading  mummeries  would  never 
have  been  submitted  to  by  so  many  aspirants,  from  mere  curiosity  to 
explore  the  vaunted  mysteries  of  the  craft,  without  the  stimulus  of  benefits, 
more  certain  and  substanial.  Here  too  we  may  easily  discern  the  real  mag¬ 
net,  which  even  now  sustains  and  holds  together  the  congregated  mass  of 
freemasons  through  our  land,  overcoming  the  strong  disapprobation  daily 
more  audible  in  the  utterance  of  public  opinion.  Of  public  opinion  mason¬ 
ry  has  no  fear;  for  its  decrees  masonry  has  no  respect.  Arrayed  in  pano¬ 
ply  of  mysterious  temper,  shrouded  in  impenetrable  secresy,  surrounded  by 
thousands  of  blind  adherents,  and  in  possession  of  the  strong  holds  of  power 
and  patronage,  she  hurls  defiance  and  threatens  destruction  to  her  assailants. 
“She  fears  nothing  from  violence,  for  she  has  every  means  to  counteract, 
defeat  and  punish  it.” 

To  intimate  the  possibility  that  masonic  oaths  and  obligations  have  enter¬ 
ed  the  halls  of  justice,  and  mingled  their  abominations  in  the  purity  of  its 
administration,  has  been  thought  too  hold  a  suggestion.  And  surely  the 
quiet  of  society  must  be  fatally  disturbed,  if  the  suspicion  is  awakened,  that 
the  security  of  our  property,  and  our  lives  is  to  be  sported  with  by  such 
pernicious  influences.  Yet  certainly  the  murderers  of  one  victim  have  been 
screened  by  those  influences.  Hence  it  is  evident  the  danger  exists,  and 
hence  the  vigilance  of  all,  who  seek  their  rights  in  Courts  of  Justice,  is  in¬ 
evitably  aroused,  and  their  eye  anxiously  roves  through  the  list  of  those,  who 
are  to  determine  the  controversy.  Beyond  the  immediate  limits  of  the 
scenes  alluded  to  in  a  sister  State,  these  dangerous  tendencies  of  masonic 
obligations  have  not  been  equally  obvious,  perhaps  to  every  great  extent 
may  not  have  existed.  Yet  henceforth  those  corrupt  trials,  sanctioned  as 
they  seem  to  be,  certainly  not  disavowed,  by  the  fraternity,  must  infuse  the 
poison  of  their  example  through  the  entire  sphere  of  its  influence.  The 
danger  is  neither  imaginary  nor  trifling;  and  even  the  jealousies,  engendered 
by  the  morbid  condition  of  communities  where  masonry  blends  its  uncon¬ 
genial  principles  with  the  elements  of  society,  must  materially  weaken  the 

‘iteration  of  the  public  for  judicial  decisions,  and  thus  ondanger  one  of 
1  *  strongest  pillars  of  our  happy  institutions. 


With  the  deceptive  character  of  the  pretensioas  of  masonry  to  scientific 
excellence  and  to  extraordinary  charity,  the  public  have  been  made  fully  ac¬ 
quainted  by  the  disclosures  of  some  of  the  most  candid  and  respectable  of 
its  members,  who  have  had  the  courage  to  abjure  their  allegiance.  These 
comparatively  harmless  boasts,  and  even  its  puerile  ceremonies  and  its  ri¬ 
diculous  pageantry,  we  willingly  leave  to  be  quietly  practised  and  enjoyed  in 
the  recesses  of  the  Lodge.  But  the  evils  we  would  avert  or  exterminate, 
and  to  which  we  have  before  alluded,  are  of  such  a  nature,  that  the  fabric 
of  society  is  endangered  by  their  continuance.  Gladly  will  we  hail  the 
day,  when  masons  shall  renounce  their  exclusive  privileges,  and  abjure  the 
oaths  and  obligations  which  conflict  with  their  duties  as  citizens  and  Chris¬ 
tians.  Their  fellow  citizens  would  receive  them  with  cordiality,  and  restore 
them  to  their  confidence  and  esteem.  Hitherto  seceders  from  their  ranks 
have  encountered  the  hatred  and  obloquy  of  the  whole  order,  by  their  intri- 
pid  and  virtuous  course.  The  independence  and  courage  required  to  form 
and  execute  a  resolution  to  secede,  can  only  be  found  in  a  few  superior 
minds.  Wihout  doubt  the  great  majority  of  the  fraternity,  less  interested 
and  less  prejudiced  than  privileged  and  exalted  dignitaries,  would  be  easily 
induced  to  relinquish  the  ties  and  the  trappings,  with  which  they  find  them¬ 
selves  encumbered.  But  the  arts  and  exertions  of  the  few  inflame  their  pride 
and  their  prejudices,  by  misrepresenting  our  efforts  and  charging  us  with 
proscription  and  persecution.  We  trust,  however,  the  day  approaches 
when  the  public  voice  shall  be  so  loud  and  so  unanimous,  that  the  infatuat¬ 
ed  and  spell  bound  devotees  of  masonic  delusion  shall  be  awakened  to  reason, 
and  shall  joyfully  fly  from  the  dangers  which  beset  them,  to  the  long  desert¬ 
ed  ranks  of  their  fellow  citizens  and  friends, 

In  the  pleasure  and  satisfaction  at  such  a  result  of  their  labors,  the  oppon¬ 
ents  of  masonry  will  forget  the  unmerited  reproaches  so  often  repeated,  of 
being  disturbers  of  the  quiet  of  their  neighbors,  promoters  of  quarrels, 
fomenters  jealousies,  of  selfishly  ambitious  of  honor  and  office,  and  what  ever 
else  the  desperation  of  masonic  zealots  now  alleges  against  them.  It  will 
be  for  them  a  high  reward  to  see  their  present  adversaries  liberated  from 
the  meshes  of  a  mischievous  delusion,  and  their  country  relieved  from  an 
inveterate  evil.  This  pleasure  will  be  greatly  heightened  by  the  reflection 
that  in  effecting  their  object  they  have  coincided  in  the  views,  and  in  a 
humble  degree  contributed  to  the  success,  which  yourself  and  other  emin~ 
ent  and  highly  gifted  citizens  have  been  so  conspicuous  in  accomplishing. 

We  tender  you,  Sir,  in  behalf  of  the  Convention,  the  assurance  of  our 
high  respect  and  consideration. 

TIMOTHY  FULLER,  President. 
Stephen  P.  Gardner, 

Abner  Phelps, 

Epaphras  Hoyt, 

Micah  H.  Ruggles. 


j*  Vice  President. 


MR.  RUSH’S  ANSWER. 


YORK,  PA.  JUNE  30,  1831.  .  ' 

Gentlemen  ; — Your  communication  dated  the  21st  of  May,  and  bearing 
the  Boston  post-mark  of  the  21st  of  this  month,  reached  me  on  the  26th  in¬ 
stant,  which  I  mention  as  it  will  account  for  what  might  otherwise  seem  a 
long  interval  between  its  date  and  this  acknowledgment. 

The  favorable  sentiments  which,  as  Delegates  of  a  Convention  lately  as¬ 
sembled  in  Boston  from  various  parts  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  to  adopt  measures  for  the  suppression  of  Freemasonry,  you  have  been 
pleased  to  express  of  the  views  which  I  have  given  to  the  public  upon  this 
subject,  yield  me  a  very  solid  satisfaction.  They  naturally  and  powerfully 
tend  to  confirm  in  my  own  mind  the  soundness  of  those  views.  They  de¬ 
mand  all  my  acknowledgements,  which  I  beg  leave  to  tender  to  you,  fully 
and  sincerely.  You  have  yourselves  presented  views  of  the  subject,  other 
than  those  which  I  took,  that  are  full  of  importance.  The  subject  indeed  is 
oi  great  extent,  and  may  be  usefully  discussed  under  a  variety  of  aspects, 
as  different  minds  may  be  differently  affected  towards  it ;  and  thus  the  ag¬ 
gregate  of  separate  contributions  will  in  good  time  make  up  the  entire  vol¬ 
ume  of  light  with  which  it  ought  to  be  encompassed. 

In  the  letter  which  has  drawn  forth  your  obliging  communication  to  me, 
it  was  my  object  to  hold  up  the  dangers  of  masonry  as  seen  in  the  contest 
it  has  waged  with  the  Law  in  Morgan’s  case,  and  the  victory  it  has  won. — 
That  part  of  the  subject,  and,  in  direct  connection  with  it,  the  enslavement 
of  so  great  a  portion  of  our  Newspaper  press  to  Masonry,  were  those  upon 
which  alone  I  meant  to  dwell.  I  thought  these  points  plain  and  practical, 
and  the  ground  under  each  so  strong,  that  it  was  impossible  not  to  stand 
firmly  upon  it.  As  further  reflection  leads  me  to  think  it  still  stronger  than 
at  first,  and  as  I  have  now,  in  addition,  your  valued  approbation,  besides 
that  of  others  of  my  fellow  citizens  whose  approbation  cannot  but  be  flatte¬ 
ring,  I  will  claim  your  indulgence  whilst  I  throw  out  a  few  more  ideas  un¬ 
der  the  same  heads,  and  perhaps  incidentally  upon  some  others.  It  is  of 
the  Law  of  which  I  chiefly  desire  to  speak,  in  its  connection  wTith  Masonry, 
because  it  is  of  the  utmost  moment  that  its  true  doctrine  should  be  under¬ 
stood.  Not  only  do  all  our  civil  rights  depend  upon  the  true  understanding 
of  them,  but  also  our  public  liberty.  First,  however,  of  the  Press. 

The  thraldom  of  the  press  was  evinced  by  its  general  silence  under  the 
foul  deed  of  Morgan’s  abduction  and  murder ;  or  by  the  absence  of  that 
decided  indignation  with  which  it  ought  to  have  followed  it  up,  such  as  the 
press  is  sure  to  manifest  in  other  cases  where  great  crimes  are  perpetrated  ; 
or,  what  was  more  disreputable  still,  by  not  unfrequently  treating  the  whole 
subject  with  levity,  making  it  the  occasion  of  coarse  ribaldry  and  unseemly 
merriment.  The  friends  of  the  press  will  have  cause  to  blush,  as  often  as 
this  part  of  its  history  in  our  country  is  recalled.  They  will  feel  shame  in 
recollecting,  that  when  the  liberty  and  life  of  a  citizen  were  struck  down  by 
a  conspiracy  of  extraordinary  boldness  and  malignity,  an  immense  majority 
of  the  American  press,  as  far  as  I  had  any  means  of  knowing,  to  repeat  the 
expression  of  my  former  letter,  if  it  spoke  at  all,  would  not  speak  out ;  that 
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against  all  its  nature  and  habits,  it  grew  tame;  or  even  if  at  first,  to  saw 
pearances,  it  did  make  some  demonstrations,  and  show  a  guarded  indigna¬ 
tion,  that  it  soon  drew  in,  becoming  indifferent,  becoming  blind,  to  an  un¬ 
speakable  outrage,  that  it  knew  to  be  still  unavenged.  In  fact,  that  it  laid 
down  its  vigilance,  its  intelligence  and  its  spirit,  at  the  Footstool  of  Free¬ 
masonry.  More  reprehensible  than  all : — that,  reversing  its  true  duties,  it 
absolutely  exerted  its  spirit  and  launched  forth  its  virtuous  horror  only  a- 
gainst  those  who  embarked  in  the  pursuit  of  justice,  by  branding  that  pur¬ 
suit  as  an  unnecessary  “  excitement and  that  finally,  in  effect,  it  passed 
over — the  necessary  consequences  of  its  measured  step  against  the  crime  in 
the  beginning — to  the  side  of  the  offending  party,  where  now  it  is  seen,  in 
full  juxtaposition,  administering  to  masonry  the  comfort  which  it  needs  in 
this  remarkable  fellowship.  Such,  in  a  word,  has  been  the  course  of  the 
press.  Often  in  other  times  and  countries  it  has  been  silenced  by  arbitrary 
will,  or  bought  up  by  corrupting  gold  ;  but  in  this  country,  it  has  been  be¬ 
stridden  by  Masonry.  Servitude  under  any  circumstances,  is  humiliating  ; 
but  in  the  lowest  depth,  there  is  a  lower  deep  ;  and  that  our  press  should 
have  bowed  down  in  worship  to  this  Idol  13  the  step  into  that  deep.  A  late 
writer  on  the  “  Principles  of  Morality,”  Dymond,  whose  early  death  those 
who  stand  high  in  letters  in  Britain  deplore  as  a  public  loss,  whilst  discus¬ 
sing  the  subject  of  newspapers,  utters  this  striking  opinion  ;  14  that  there  are 
some  creditable  editors  who  do  harm  in  the  worlds  to  an  extent  in  comparison 
with  which  robbeides  and  treason  are  as  nothing  y  I  give  the  passage  in  his 
own  emphatic  words.  If  this  searching  writer,  as  he  has  been  called — he 
was  of  the  society  of  Friends  and  an  honor  to  that  society — could  have  wit¬ 
nessed  in  the  United  States  the  subjection  of  a  large  band  of  Editors  to  Ma¬ 
sonry,  he  would  not  surely  have  revoked  his  opinion.  On  the  contrary,  as* 
tonishment  and  disgust  must  have  taken  possession  of  his  bosom  at  percei¬ 
ving  how  the  press  in  a  country,  proud  of  its  freedom,  could  have  come  un* 
der  such  a  yoke  ;  and,  being  under  it,  how  it  could  pass  from  adsurdity  to 
absurdity,  at  one  time  losing  itself  in  a  confusion  of  the  understanding,  at 
another  in  a  tornado  of  passion,  in  attempts  to  excuse  itself  for  not  doing 
its  duty  to  the  public  under  an  event  as  authentic  a9  ever  arose  in  any  coun¬ 
try,  for  drawing  out  all  its  honest  and  most  uncompromising  indignation. 

The  National  Intelligencer  of  the  11th  of  this  month,  now  lies  f3efore  me. 
This  newspaper  has  long  been  published  in  the  capital  of  the  Union.  For 
high  and  various  merit,  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  exceeded  by  any  journal  in 
this,  or  in  any  country.  Its  conductors  do  honor  to  a  profession  as  noble  and 
useful  in  its  honorable  exercise,  as  it  is  mischievous  and  unworthy  in  its  abuse. 
Elevated  in  mind,  they  never,  whatever  their  own  views  of  subjects,  fail  to 
state  fairly  the  views  of  thoso  from  whom  they  differ,  and  never  to  my  remem¬ 
brance  have  they,  in  the  whole  course  of  their  career,  soiled  their  columns  with 
personal  indecorums.  Yet,  what  do  my  eyes  behold  ?  Thia  paper,  candid  as 
it  is,  faithfully  as  it  disseminates  all  other  information,  ably  as  it  discusses  all 
other  questions,  will  not  touch  that  of  Antimasonry,  It  will  not  permit  itself 
*  to  be  instrumental  in  fomenting  an  excitement ,  which ,  fir  ev  ailing  extensively 
in  some  parts  of  the  country ,  had  Us  origin  i?i  the  indignation  justly  excited  by 
the  abduition  some  years  ago,  of  a  person  by  the  name  of  Morgan  /*  A  pbuson 
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by  i  Hit.  wajak  of  Moboan!I  Thus  do  these  experienced  editors  speak  of  the  case 
na  if  it  were  still  new  to  a  large  part  of  their  nnmerous  readers  ;  which  proba¬ 
bly,  was  the  fact.  It  seem9  to  have  been  the  first  time  that  they  had  meddled 
with  it,  and  it  is  intimated  that  their  press  will  meddle  with  it  no  more.  Is 
not  this  enough  to  shock  us  ?  Will  more  proof  be  called  for,  except  by  the 
infatuated,  of  the  bowing  down  of  the  press  before  the  unseen,  wide-sweeping 
scourge  of  the  Masonic  Institution  ?  1  he  estimable  citizens  no  less  than  ac¬ 

complished  editors  to  whom,  and  to  whose  press,  I  here  venture  to  allude  in 
furtherance  of  the  principle  I  have  in  hand,  may  be  well  assured  that  it  is  done 
in  not  the  slightest  spirit  of  personal  disesteem.  They  are  themselves,  I  dare 
to  say,  unaware  of  the  controlling  influences  under  which  they  labor  ;  they  do 
not  perceive  how  they  breathe  them  in  with  the  social  atmosphere  ;  how  they 
are  dripping  with  the  deleterious  damps  of  Masonry,  without  knowing  how 
they  came,  any  more  than  the  damps  of  the  night. 

As  to  the  Law,  never  in  any  age  or  nation  was  it  more  completely  laid 
prostrate  by  any  power,  than  masonry  has  done  it  in  the  case  of  Morgan.  If 
this  be  not  enough  to  consign  it  to  reprobation  in  a  free  state,  there  is  nothing 
else  that  will.  We  have  been  wont  to  talk  ot  the  law  being  sovereign  with 
us  ;  but  it  is  Masonry  that  is  sovereign,  as  things  now  stand.  This  is  no  un¬ 
considered  assertion.  1  shall  proceed  to  the  proof,  with  a  confidence  than 
which  the  human  mind  never  would  be  justified  in  feeling  more,  on  any  moral 
proposition.  It  rests  on  evidence  strong  as  adamant,  though  it  be  not  all  tech¬ 
nical  evidence.  It  rests  on  principles  coextensive  with  the  civilized  world  ; 
principles  out  of  which  empires  have  arisen,  and  will  arise  again.  Did  our 
fathers  of  ’ 76  consult  Gilbert’s  law  of  evidence,  or  the  chapter  in  Hawkins,  to 
know  if  every  act  of  oppression  against  them  could  be  technically  proved  in 
court  ?  Did  the  English  of  1088,  or  the  French  of  last  July,  stand  upon  such 
doctrine  i  The  public  safety  is  not  thus  to  be  cavilled  away.  It  is  not,  as 
Lord  Chatham  said,  to  depend  upon  books  with  the  leaves  turned  down  in  dog 
ears.  Every  successive  day,  that  finds  the  murder  of  Morgan  unavenged, 
marks  a  continuation  of  the  outrage  which  the  longer  existence  of  Masonry  in 
our  country,  carries  with  it  ;  as  the  Masons  who  committed  it,  or  who  knew 
of  it,  still  elude  punishment  by  clinging  to  their  Masonic  obligations,  which  i 
they  hold  to  be  superior  to  the  law.  Though  it  be  even  admitted,  that  this 
arises  from  fanaticism  in  them,  which  perverts  the  true  intention  of  the  Ma-  I 
sonic  obligation,  society  equally  suffers  and  is  equally  outraged.  When  the  I 
institution,  affecting  to  complain  of  ‘ persecution'  exclaims,  ‘ punish  theguil -  1 
ty ,  but  not  the  innocent it  falls  into  a  mockery,  which  affronts  society  anew* 
for  it  is  the  very  Masonic  obligation  itself,  which  never  would  have  place 
but  for  the  Institution,  that  enables  the  guilty  to  elude  the  law.  When,  too,  , 
the  Institution,  rearing  its  presumptious  crest  to  a  parallel  with  Christiani-  j 
ty,  tells  us  that  crimes  committed  in  the  name  of  the  latter  are  not  allowed  , 
to  recoil  upon  religion,  and  claims  for  Masonry  the  same  indulgence,  it  ad-  i 
vances  a  claim  more  audacious  than  absurd  ;  a  claim  that  no  unbiassed  it 
mind  will  notice,  unless  to  remark  upon  its  greater  sacrilege  than  sophis-  it 
try  ;  as  if  the  oaths,  and  grips,  and  mysteries,  and  titles,  and  the  whole  } 
train  of  anticks,  in  alliance  with  which  Masonry  finds  it  indispensable  to 
perform  her  charities,  were  all  of  sacred  origin,  all  jure  divino ,  like  the  i 
claim  of  monarchs  of  old  to  their  thrones.  The  thoughts  of  such  a  paral* 


nakc  Masonry  doubly  hateful,  showing  that  it  is  blown  up  by  impiouc 
ition  ,  that  not  content  with  causing  murder  upon  earth,  it  is  for  moun- 
up  afterwards  into  heaven, 

ut  its  pretensions  to  religion  form  a  branch  of  the  discussion  into  which  I 
not  go,  nor  do  I  desire  to  go.  The  only  concern  that  society  at  large  can 
j  with  Masonry  politically,  is  on  the  ground  of  its  doing  a  positive  injury 
>ciety.  What  its  predilections  may  incite  it  tojeherish  in  theory  or  enact 
ractice,  within  its  own  walls,  those  outside  need  not  care"  about.  Let  it  em- 
itself  as  any  other  benevolent,  or  festive,  or  theological  brotherhood,  if 
or  all  such  it  constitutes^  with  its  own  duties  and  pastimes,  as  long  as  it 
is  within  its  own  limits.  But  the  line  must  never  be  passed.  It  exists 
nissivcly,  under  the  license  of  society.  The  continuance  of  its  charter, 
nds  upon  its  innocent  conduct.  This  must  be  unequivocal  and  invariable- 
re  must  be  no  exception  collaterally,  any  more  than  directly.  The  mo» 
t  it  is  discovered  that  persons  belonging  to  this  brotherhood  can  con* 
j  against  the  liberty  and  life  of  a  citizen  who  had  broken  no  law  of  th^ 
,  but  merely  some  of  its  own  edicts,  and  when  these  persona  can  eacape  de- 
on  by  persuading  themselves  that  the  voluntary  oaths  and  other  aeiLas- 
id  obligations  which  bind  them  to  the  brotherhood  are  of  higher  authority 
the  laws,  no  matter  under  what  mistaken  notions  of  those  paths  and  obiL 
ms  they  act,  from  that  moment  the  whole  Institution,  froin  which  such- 
delusions  and  tremendous  perils  proceed,  assumes  a  new  relation  to  so- 
It  is  placed  in  the  attitude  of  an  aggressor.  It  rides  over  the  laws.  It 
ulty  ;  constructively  if  you  will,  but  obviously  and  legally  guilty.  It  standi 
>nsible  for  the  blood  of  a  citizen.  In  vain  it  may  allege  that  its  precepts 
cate  obedience,to  the  laws,  whilst  its  ignorant  or  wicked  members  v  iolate 
i,  through  a  feeling  which  the  Institution  generates,  in  their  minds  at  least, 
cry  that  it  is  “ticr&ccutcdf*  is  a  contradiction  to  common  sense.  It  can 
inger  claim  protection  like  other  bodies  of  men,  united  for  their  own  pur»- 
s.  Society  and  such  an  Institution  cannot  exist  in  safety  together,  and 
alter  must  give  way.  The  first  principles  of  society,  all  the  securities  that 
it  from  flying  assuuder,  stamp  this  reasoning  with  truth.  It  springs 
the  first  impulses  of  the  mind,  and  is  ratified  by  the  covenants  of  every 
,  No  lawyer,  no  judge,  no  publicist,  in  whatever  clime  be  may  live,  un- 
us  understanding  be  subdued  by  Masonry,  can  gainsay  its  force.  The 
er  is  answerable  for  the  servant,  the  superior  for  the  inferior,  the  party 
mount,  for  him  who  acts  under  influence,  t  he  very  dog  unchained,  who 
injury  in  the  streets,  fixes  liability  upon  the  owner.  I  hese  are  primordial 
ms  of  jurisprudence,  locally  and  universally,  l  hey  lie  at  the  foundation 
dividual,  social,  and  political  safety.  No  governments,  no  communities, 
of  the  links  of  civil  life,  could  hold  together  a  day  without  their  shield. 
r  are  the  cement  of  each  within  itself,  and  of  all  to  each  other  —Let  it  not 
.id  that  the  responsibility  is  for  civil  misconduct,  not  crime.  1  his  is  a 
lction  that  can  avail  Masonry  nothing.  Nobody  dreams  of  indicting  in* 
it  Masons  for  the  murder  of  Morgan;  but  only  ofputting  an  end  to  the  In- 
tion  for  the  sufficient  reason  that  guily  Masons  took  his  life  through  an 
rant  misunderstanding  or  corupt  perversions  ol  their  ties  to  that  Insti- 
n,  It  is  this  that  brings  legal  guilt  home  to  the  Institution,  on  the 
non  now  raised  as  between  itself  and  society, — It  shows  the  lo¬ 
tion  to  Have  been  the  moving  spring  in  the  crime,  the  influence  para- 
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mount  that  instigated  it;  the  superior  power,  I  do  not  say,  that  command 
this  is  not  necessary  to  the  argument — but  that  caused  the  crime.  Hen 
enough,  ^unless  indeed  this  fungus  of  human  device,  this  mere  craft  of  m 
is  to  go  on  with  its  claim  to  co-equality  with  Christianity,)  quite  enou 
to  bring  it  under  the  broad  conservative  maxin  of  the  law  to  which  I  app 
We  must  look  at  the  maxim  in  its  highest  reason;  not  merely  as  one  ti1 
pleaded  in  a  court  of  common  law,  but  designed,  in  the  far  wider  range 
its  dignity  and  justice,  to  throw  its  protection  over  mankind.  We  re 
Masonry  amenable  to  it,  in  the  only  way  in  which  the  American  people 
their  collective  capacity,  can  apply  its  saving  efficacy,  viz  :  by  insisting 
the  Institution  which  caused  the  crime,  be  dissolved.  ri  he  great  corcm 
the  nation — such  would  the  press  have  been  on  this  emergency  if  it  had 
shamefully  deserted  its  post — holding  an  inquest  over  the  dead  body  of  IN 
gan,  could  render  no  other  verdict,  if  the  verdict  covered  the  whole  groi 
than  that  he  came  to  his  death  by  Masons,  and  through  Masonry.  It  the 
diet  were  qualified  by  saying  the  bad  spirit  of  Masonry,  not  its  good,  i 
difference  would  this  make  to  the  nation,  seeing  that  Masonry,  in  s 
form  or  other*  was  the  source  of  the  whole  transaction.  To  the  ns 
therefore  is  Masonry,  upon  the  soundest  principles  of  law,  accountable 
his  death. — The  safety  of  the  people  is  the  supreme  law,  which  will 
dain  all  shadowy  distinction  in  a  case  of  this  magnitude  and  concern, 
from  Masonry  that  the  Commonwealth  has  received  detriments  in  the 
truction  of  a  citizen,  and  the  old  custom  of  Rome  should  be  revived: 
people  must  take  care  that  it  receives  no  more. 

This  conscervative  maxim  of  jurisprudence,  \s  seen  in  its  broadest  apf 
tion  when  in  force  between  nation  and  nation.  The  entire  family  of  i 
pendent  nations,  acknowledge  its  indisputable  validity.  Hence  governm 
and  conseqently  nations,  are  held  responsible  for  a  mere  indignity  offen 
the  person  of  a  citizen  of  another  nation,  although  the  nation,  collect  | 
within  whose  limits  the  indignity  may  have  been  committed,  be  free 
all  imputaion  of  an  intentional  guilt.  History  abounds  with  such  fact 
with  accounts  of  wars,  followed  up  to  the  overthrow  of  nations,  growin;! 
of  them.  I  might  mention,  as  a  very  fresh  illustration  of  the  general  I 
trine  the,  course  just  pursued  by  France  in  despatching  a  squadron  tc 
Tagus,  to  avenge  the  degrading  treatment  shown  to  a  French  subject  ir 
bon,  although  it  would  appear  to  have  been  denied  that  the  Portuguese 
(Don  Miguel^  had  given  any  sanction  to  the  outrage;  for  the  French, 
ister’s  note  of  reclamation,  does  not  undertake  positively  to  say  that  it 
his  sanction.  Had  Lisbon  even  been  bombarded  and  its  inocent  inhab; 
suffered,  it  would  be  nothing  more  than  we  have  seen,  in  effect,  in  anak 
cases  among  independence  nations.  Yet  Masonry,  in  defiance  of  allth 
defiance  of  the  absorbing  and  transcendant  nature  of  public  rights,  wh 
as  claimed  and  exercised  so  invariably  by  states  within  themselves,  0J 
ternationally,  affects  to  think  that  it  is  not  to  answer  for  an  offence  cor 4 
ted  by  the  immediate  members  of  its  own  body  acting  from  a  spirit  in  1 
into  them  by  that  body .  The  latter  ingredient  makes  the  case  far  stn* 
than  the  one  just  cited,  or  any  other  likely  to  occur  between  the  State?  I 
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••  •  thf  case  of  Morgan  that  recoil  dejuie,  aad, 

newton  other euorm.tie.in  the *£  “  th*  Lodge.  But  what  am  I 

iv e  shall  see  presently,  J  V/ith  governments  masonry  w>  ‘ 

L?  Why  do  I  forget  myself?  ^fallel  .  notWng  but  Christianity 
paralled;  With  nations  it  will  '  ,  ever  in  celestial  glory  coup¬ 

es  compeer!  The  Lodge  and^the  Church,  a*e  ^  q{  chtistians.  there. 

[.  Christianity  is  notanswtrab  e  baci  deeds  of  masons  ^uch 

*e  masonry  must  not  be  answera  .  .  ,  •  ^  Sometimes,  indeed,  it  wi 

the  consummate  blasphemy  of ^a^  Xd  to  compare  itself  with  the 

“p,  a  little.  It  will  transctenriy  condescen  ^  ^  w  thc  M  Revo- 

:nate  of  the  United  States;  or,  bemg .  *  f  that  it  thus  comes  below 

tionary  Congress.;  It  “th*  comparison  pul  ports,  that  as  nations  some- 
i  heavenly  aspirations.  I  he  compa  f  nai-wn  pj  Freema3on)  have 

mes  transact  their  affairs  with  clos  d &  ^  the  8uperaddition,  en  baSa- 

so  a  good  right  to  close  theiis  eterna  -y,  t(j  be  opened. 

•lie  of  eternal  oaths,  and  pena.ties, .  ■  '.j  -  self  exaltation.  It  may  not 

Let  us  look  into  the  moving  sP"^t  common  penetration  cannot  easily 
so  much  below  the  surfaces  as  >  unwilling  to  transgress  upon  your 
“““if  it  Will  but  be  exerted.  U m  .“heW*  is  full  of  interest 

.dness  by  making  my  letter  too  H-  b  the  name  of  Freemasonry,  and 

The  public  has  so  long  been  fa®“ia™  -  j  that  wo  have  not  yet 

Jrg  Jits  claims  upon  the  Pf  ^  "'X^at  is  with  nothing  more  nor 

irned’to  treat  it  as  it  deserves  to  be  trea  e  ,  sensibilities  have  got 

!s  than  justice.  Through  the  same  <*  £  vuinerable  to  the  slightest 
to  the  worst  state  of  ™orb 'n'^exclusiveness,  it  has  no  ear  for  the  truth* 
uch.  Wrapping  itself  up  m  understanding  nor  its  moral  facu  y, 

'this  world.  It  seems  as  if  i neitf ler  ,  d  bv  which  to  be  judged  ap- 

s&a=r.£2S  “  *•  *— 01  - 

^orld  were  strack  at: 

Assumes  the  Goa,. 

iKrtoVke  the  sphere,  emote  Ere  invoked,  and  names 

This  is  ever  its  magisterial  p  •  ,  the  cardinal  virtues  are  marsual- 

ff  renown  among  the  quick  an _  Eleusis,  to  overpower  the  sceptu. 

ied  as  testimonials,  beaming  like  ^  un  ,  to  breathe  a  doubt  a- 

ism  or  silence  the  contumacy  o f  a.  ^ho  £  ^  fltj  says  Bacon 

gainst  its  purity  or  raise  a  S  J?  |,acj  odours  have  been  raised, 
that  we  some  times  burn  incen  crossing  the  threshold  of  a 

it  is  With  masonry  Thousands .who  ^find  that  onfe  enough,  know  no 

lodge  but  once  in  their  hves,  because  t  y  ^  of  what  ;s  going  on  m 

more  of  what  passes  there  3  .  ’  gut  by  setting  out  these  names, 

the  regions  to  which  Ulysses  descended.  >  the  faded  catalogue  of 

£  dwelling  upon  bye-gone  centunes,  and  u^g  the  credit  0f  its  own 
fits  other  merits, which  the  unmitaue  understanding  from  a  scrutiny 

knights  in  buckler,  it  seeks  to  draw  xisting  deserts.  It  may  be 

into  its  more  recent  achievements,  and  ait 


pi  ob  tabic  to  detach  ourselves,  tor  a  moment,  from  these  demands  upon  o. 
reverence  and  look  at  the  case  before  us  under  a  .change  in  the  outward  ci 
cumstance.  I  hi3  mode  of  viewing  it,  may  open  an  avenue  through  whi< 
the  judgment  can  pass  without  the  common  hindrances,  to  right  conclusio, 
on  the  character  and  deeds  of  masonry. 

r  us  suppose  then,  that  a  new  society  had  been  formed  in  the  Unite 
.Mates  about  five  years  ago,  under  a  name  before  unknown  to  us,  and  mot 
clicd,  we  will  also  say,  after  one  abroad;  for  example,  in  Constantinop! 

„r  convemence  we  will  give  it  a  name.  We  will  suppose  it  to  have  bee 
raUed  lhc  brethren  of  the  Sun  and  Moon ,  companions  of  the  Stars  ay 
K  nights  of  the  crimson  turban .”  Let  us  suppose  that  some  of  the  member 
tbls  9°clety,  a  dozen  wc  will  say,  had,  with  the  aid  of  certain  signs  know 
nmong  themselves,  and  to  all  Moslems,  but  of  which  others  knew  nothin* 
a,d  a  conspiracy  against  the  liberty  and  life  of  one  of  our  people  and  de« 
xroyed  both  for  breaking  some  of  its  own  self-created  rules.  Our  supnc 
sition  includes  the  idea  of  secrecy,  as  fundamental  to  their  rules;  and 
regards  the  society  composed  of  Americans  as, well  as  foreigners,  '  Let  u 
further  and  lastly  suppose,  that  these  titled  and  turbaned  associates  ha- 
dien,  by  virtue  of  certain  cabalistical  vows  that  bound  them  to  their  soviet 

and  to  each  other,  with  an  energy  as  if  inscribed  on  the  banner  of  the  pro 

,'het,  continued  to  defy,  for  full  four  years  out  of  the  five  of  the  society’, 
existence,  all  our  courts  and  juries  to  convict  them  of  this  conspiracy  am 
murder,  although  their  guilt  was  so  flagrant  that  no  intelligent  mind  vvouk 
hlRk  ,  doubting  it:— what  would  not  have  been  the  feeling  of  the  peopb 
every  where  against  such  a  society,  and  what  lawful  means  would  be  lefi 
untried  for  its  suppression?  Now,  here  is  the  case  of  Morgan  and  Masonry 
runpiy  but  substantially  stated.  The  only  defect  is,  that,  for  brevity’s  sake 
l  concede  too  much  to  Masonry  in  the  case  assumed. 

A  mi,  is  there  vany  thing  in  the  masonic  society  that  should  exempt  it  from 
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he  I ate  to  which  such  a  new-born  society  would  have  been  exposed?  What 
s  tt  that  gives  to  the  lormer,  privileges  beyond  any  other  association  o! 


,  ,  ,,  i  »  i  f  mi  y  uiucx  association  o 

men,  that  we  should  not  honestly  and  farlessly  denounce  it,  and  trample  on 
on  it,  as  Its  own  adherents  trample  upon  the  law?  What  is  the  meaniuE  !, 
Ihe  sta,u*e*  praemunire,  ol  which  the  horn-books  of  the  law  give  us  -u 
account  ?  Do  we  not  know,  that  the  essence  of  the  offence  at  which  the  v 
were  levelled,  consisted  in  introducing  into  the  land  a  powci  above  the  law: 

And  has  not  masonry  done  tins  very  thing  in  Morgan’s  case  VV  ho  will 
aay  that  prohbucSry  statues  might  not  !>e  enacted  against  the  Intstilution  in 
NewWk.  1  here  would  have  been  little  hesitation,  wc  roar' be  assured 
in  bringing  the  1  urkish  society,  the  case  of  which  1  have  put,  under  the’ 

sharpest  penal  legislation,  if  it  had  not  been  made  to  disappear  under  i 


more 
masonry 
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immediate  bursts  or  public  detestation.  And  on  what  plea  should 
escape.  Its  Antiquity?  This  is  precisely  the  strongest  reason  for  putting 
u  down  Ancient  abuses  are  sure  to  he  the  most  formidable, in  every  com- 
mutiny  disfigured  by  their  existence.  They  niakt  a  claim  to  sanctity  on 
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this  ground,  like  the  English  rotten  borough  system,  and  work  evil  the  mote 
lut-tuy  under  every  form.  Time  is  a  power  which  the  artful  play  off  upon 


the  credulity  of  mankind. — Do  we  require  the  proof?  How  else  could  it 
have  happened,  that  masonry  lias  stood  even  to  this  day  in  a  country  like 
ours,  whilst  indulging  itself  in  pageantries  and  taking  to  itself  titles,  that 
have  not  only  been  banished  fiom  European  countries,  but  that  surpass  all 
Asiatic  exaggeration,  and  have  been  forced  to  seek  refuge  in  the  uncivilized 
or  ruffian  taste  of  such  courts  as  Timbuctoo  and  Algiers?  Positively,  there 
is  an  excess  in  them,  a  picture  of  elaborate  burlesque,  revolting  to  all  ra¬ 
tionality,  and  that  might  well  startle  the  fabled  Momus,  could  he  raise  his 
visor  to  behold  them.  The  explanation  is  historical,  but  where  is  any  lon¬ 
ger  the  excuse?— Whatever  the  more  recent  date  of  its  regular  formation  in 
Britain,  Masonry  rose  up  in  Europe,  in  times  full  of  barbarism.  It  has  re¬ 
mained  at  anchor,  surrounded  by  its  prejudices,  whilst  the  current  has  borne 
the  rest  of  society  onward,  enlightening  it  in  all  ways,  but  in  none  more 
than  in  getting  rid  of  mysticism  and  pomposity,  not  only  in  government, 
but  in  all  the  concerns  oflife.  To  these  two  attributes  masonry  clings  with 
an  especial  tenacity.  She  would  have  the  world  imagine,  that  the  charity 
which  other  societies  can  dispense  with,  a  simplicity  befitting  this,  virtue; 
arid  which  Heaven  teaches  every  man  to  bestow  with  open  palm  upon  his 
brother  man,  though  he  be  no  brother  mason,  must  all  be  performed  in  con- 
junction  with  mimic  signs,  the  memorials  of  a  rude  and  tyrannous  age.  It 
was  an  age  when  the  strength  of  the  human  understanding  was  displayed  by 
its  belief  in  astrology  ;  when  freedom  was  shown  by  the  vassalage  of  the 
common  people  ;  and  when  barons  and  bishops  not  being  able  to  write  their 
names,  made  their  significant  marks  thereof ;  after  the  fashion  we  may 
suppose,  of  some  of  the  still  enduring  symbols  of  freemasonry  !  Such  was 
its  peculiar  age,  suck  the  advancement  of  intellect,  such  the  condition  of  civ¬ 
il  liberty  in  the  atmosphere  of  which  it  inhaled  its  nutriment.  An  oppro- 
priate  and  beneficial  pattern,  for  moulding  the  principles  and  warming  the 
affections  of  American  republicans  ! 

The  follies  over  which  time  throws  its  mantle  in  the  case  of  this  Institu¬ 
tion,  are  egregious  and  grotesque.  Any  mind  that  will  contemplate  them  in 
the  abstract  rather  than  the  concrete,  must  get  awake  to  their  exorbitancy. — 
But  these  might  be  overlooked  perhaps  on  the  principle  of  leaving  all  men 
to  the  fruition  of  their  own  taste,  did  not  time  do  much  more  for  masonry. 
Its  awful  hoar  becomes  a  cover  for  its  downright  enormities.  This  is  a 
strong  expression,  but  not  too  strong— not  strong  enough — as  what  I  am 
now  to  state  will  prove.  1  he  fiends  -echo  actually  took  the  life  of  Morgan^ 
have  not,  as  we  know,  to  this  hour  been  discovered  ;  but  some  of  the  broth¬ 
erhood  who  had  a  hand  in  the  conspiracy,  have  been  convicted  &  sent  to  pri¬ 
son.  Wili  it  be  credited,  that  these  convicts  are  still  permitted  to  retain 
their  menibership  in  the  New  York  Lodges  ?  This  is  the  fact.  They  are 
the  companions  oi  felony  in  the  jail,  and  of  masonry  out  of  it  ;  one  day  con¬ 
sorting  with  the  brotherhood  of  malefactors  ;  the  next,  with  their  own 
brotherhood  !  Y  on  gentlemen,  nre  probably  aware  of  this  fact.  I  derive 
it  not  from  the  antimasonic  newspapers  alone,  but,  recently,  through  other 
channels  ;  for  at  first  I  thought  that  there  must  be  some  mistake,  and  ab- 
stained  from  mentioning  it  in  my  former  letter,  ft  seemed  too  much  for  be- 
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$  lef.  Would  not  language  have  failed  to  convey  the  sense  of  universal  in- 
?  lignation,  had  any  other  society  tLan  that  of  ancient  freemasonry  fallen  into 
>  uch  conduct  ?  Would  not  any  other  have  been  blasted  by  every  tongue,  ev- 
;ry  pen,  every  press,  in  the  nation  ?  Let  the  presses  devoted  to  masonry 
*  inswer.  But  how  many  of  them  have  blazoned  to  the  world,  this  masonic 
mormity  ?  Perhaps  they  have  not  known  of  it  ?  benighted  sentinels,  they 
rre  always  in  ignorance !  Perhaps  they  wait  for  the  technial  evidence 
;autious  sentinels,  they  are  never  too  quick  in  firing  !  no,  not  at  masonry,  for 
the  world;  but  O  how  prompt,  how  valiant,  how  terrible,  the  discharge  at 
its  foes  !  how  the  trumpet  of  war  sounds  !  how  the  clans  assemble  !  how  the 
towers  of  the  Lodge-universal  are  manned  !  what  signals  are  given  out  ! 
what  chivalry  is  poured  forth  !  how 
Masonic  drums,  enthusiastic, 

Are  beat  with  types,  instead  of  a-stick. 

The  last  conflagration  itself  seems  approaching  when  masonry  is  threatened. 
This  is  all  in  virtue  of  its  antiquity.  Its  liege  subjects  bow  down  in  ho¬ 
mage,  and  being  4  ungirt  and  uncovered’  after  the  olden  time,  pledge  to 
their  Idol  ‘  life  and  limb  and  terrene  honor.’  This  is  ancient  masonry. — 
This  is  the  Institution  that  claims  respect  for  its  antiquity,  reverence  for  its 
purity,  and  support  because  it  is  ‘persecuted?  the  Institution  that  takes 
convicts  to  its  arms,  and  receives  them  into  its  holiest  places  !  If  a  Juvenal 
should  rise  up  among  us,  here  is  a  masonic  scene  worthy  of  immortal  verse, 
or  there  is  none  such  to  be  found  in  the  satires  of  the  Roman  bard. 

A  few  more  reflections,  and  I  will  conclude.  When  masonry  calls  the 
name  of  Washington  to  its  aid,  it  commits  a  profanation  rivalling,  in  its  way, 
the  murder  of  Morgan  as  a  public  crime.  It  is  difficult  to  speak  of  it  and 
maintain  a  proper  decorum  ;  as  if  that  matchless  patriot  and  hero,  he  who 
founded  our  Republic  and  therefore  gave  it  its  laws,  who  led  us  through  the 
countless  trials  of  a  seven  years  war  without  a  single  violation  of  the  laws, 
as  if  he,  could  he  have  lived  to  see  the  day  when  a  band  of  conspirators  from 
the  brotherhood  would  ferociously  murder  a  citizen  and  then  defy  the  law, 
under  oaths  and  salvoes  which  but  for  masonry  they  never  would  have 
dreamed  of, — as  if  he  would  not  have  been  the  very  first  to  unprop  all  its 
foundations,  could  he  have  witnessed  this  spectacle.  As  surely  as  he  al¬ 
ways  vindicated  the  supremacy  of  the  law,  so  surely  would  he  have  given 
up  masonry  when  he  found  it  stronger  than  the  law.  As  surely  as  he  tore 
to  pieces  his  oath  of  allegiance  to  George  III.  that  once  bound  him  to 
monarchy,  so  surely  would  he  have  given  to  the  winds  all  the  extra-judicial 
and  bombastical  oaths  that  once  bound  him  to  masonry.  There  are  s  ome 
persons  belonging  to  this  Institution,  who  cannot  or  who  will  not  reason  up¬ 
on  the  subject  of  it  ;  but  from  enlightened  and  candid  masons  we  may  hope 
otherwise  ;  and  before  the  great  body  of  the  public  we  have  a  right  to  ex¬ 
pect,  that  it  will  be  considered  and  treated  like  any  other  source  of  danger 
to  the  public.  Its  charity,  like  all  other  virtue,  would  survive  the  stroke  of 
death,  and  find  other  channels  through  which  to  diffuse  its  relief  among  the 
sons  of  men. — Above  all,  masonry  is  out  of  place,  in  the  United  States.  It 
is  a  hideous  exotic.  It  is  foreign  in  its  original  conception,  and  in  aj] 


habits.  Its  complication  and  concealments  are  not  American,  nor  its  cer. 
inonial,  nor  any  part  of  its  hyperbolical  nomenclature.  An  admosphere  t? 
political  freedom  and  openness,  is  not  its  element.  It  has  nothing  fairly 
do  here,  and  as  its  spirit  is  active,  it  will  be  doing  mischief.  The  vvond 
is,  that  it  should  have  existed  as  long  as  it  has  done  under  institutions 
totally  opposite  in  genius,  to  its  entire  creed  and  operations.  It  is  too  c 
elusive,  too  demanding,  too  intense  in  its  sympathies  within  its  own  or!  , 
to  have  favor  with  a  people  jealous  of  all  movements  apart  from  their  o 
body,  where  no  oaths  tie  down,  no  mysteries  darken  the  path  of  conduct.- 
It  has  escaped  the  hand  of  American  reform  chiefly  because,  to  the  bulk  < 
the  people,  it  has  remained  unknown  ;  but  now  that  a  stupendous  crime  ;  ■ 
gainst  society  committed  through  masonry ,  and  remaining  unpunishe 
through  masonry ,  has  inexorably  fastened  public  scrutiny  upon  the  Institu¬ 
tion,  its  numberless  other  incongruities  with  our  system,  political  and  s 
cial,  are  driven  one  after  another  from  their  lurking  places,  and  the  glory  . 
its  overthrow  it  is  hoped,  v,Till  be  added  to  the  many  other  victories  of  1 
merican  good  sense,  over  ancient  abuses.  May  it  be  swept  from  our  land 
like  the  rotten  borough  system  from  England  ;  which,  in  its  time,  has  hs 
as  stout  defenders.  The  privileges  of  such  a  relic  of  other  days  as  old  S 
Turn,  the  ultra  aristoracy  used  to  say  were  as  valuable  there,  as  some  among 
us  would  have  it  believed  those  of  the  lodge  are  here  ;  but  as  they  are  aboi 
to  have  their  jubilee  in  England  for  the  extirpation  of  the  one  monster,  1 
<us  have  ours  for  the  extirpation  of  the  other.  Each  celebration  would  a 
test  the  triumph  of  reason  over  folly,  tyranny,  and  craft  ;  and  their  simult 
neous  echoes,  could  they  be  heard  together,  would  alike  redound  to  tl 
honor  as  well  as  durable  advantage  of  both  Nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  with  great, 

respect,  your  obedient  servant 

RICHARD  RUSH. 

To  the  Hon.  Timothy  Fuller ,  President ,  and  Stephen  P.  Gardner ,  Abn 
Phelps ,  Epaphras  Hoyt  and  M.  H.  Ruggles ,  Esqrs.  Vice  Presidents 
the  Antimasonic  Convention  of  Massachusetts * 
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